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LESSON XXXYV. 
Acts XIII. 14-22. 


We have followed Paul and Barnabas 
on their first missionary journey, as far as 
Pergain Pamphylia. Here they made only 
a short stay, not preaching at all, it would 
seem from the account in the Acts, but 
soon were. on their way to Antioch in 
Pisidia. It has been conjectured that they 
left Seleucia in the early spring, arrived at 
Perga about two months later, and took 
advantage of the most favorable time of 
year to pursue their course from the coast 
to the interior, since earlier the mountain 
passes would have been filled with snow, 
and later the heat of summer would have 
been unfavorable to the journey.- While 
many of the inhabitants of Perga were 
leaving the sultry city for cool retreats 
among the mountains, Paul and his com- 
panion made only a brief pause. but pushed 
on to the cities in the high table-lands of 
Asia Minor. 

Antioch in Pisidia was ninety miles north 
of Perga. On the first Sabbath after their 
arrival there, Paul and Barnabas went into 
the Jewish synagogue and sat down. The 
lessons appointed for the day were read, 
and then the two strangers — who, either 
from their dress or from utterances of 
theirs since their arrival in the city, were 
known to be religious teachers — were asked 
to speak. The invitation was accepted by 
Paul. He delivered an address which is 
reported at considerable length in the Acts, 
and which may be divided into three heads. 
He first rehearses briefly the history of the 
Jewish people, from the time they were in 
bondage in Egypt, to that when David 
was made their king, and shows that the 


wisdom and goodness of God guided them 
along this period. He then argues that 
Jesus was the Messiah promised in the O'd 
Testament, and that in accordance with its 
prophecies he was slain and raised from the 
dead. He next proclaims that through Him 
forgiveness is freely granted, and that they 
should turn from their wickedness, lest the 
punishment foretold by the prophets come 
upon them. We have assigned the first of 
these heads to the present lesson; the re- 
maining two will be considered in the next. 

Norrs. XIII. 14. Antioch in Pisidia. 
So called to distinguish it from the more 
important Antioch in Syria. The site of 
this city was long unknown, but discovered 
by Mr. Arundell, in 1833. ‘‘ There are re- 
mains of three temples, a theatre, several 
churches, and an aqueduct, all of stone, 
and well built.’”? It was founded, like 
the Syrian Antioch, by Seleucus Nicator. 
It was inhabited by many Romans, Greeks, 
and Jews, in addition to its native popula- 
tion. 

15. And after the reading of the law. 
The five books of Moses, or the Penta- 
teuch. — And the prophets. The rest of the 
Old Testament usually was called by this 
name, but sometimes another division, the 


Psalms, was made. — The rulers of the 
synagogue. The synagogues were goy- 


erned by a board of elders, here called 
rulers. Usually, only the president of the 
synagogue was called the ruler. — Sent to 
them. ‘They were sitting in the congrega- 
tion, and were recognized by some means, 
and in some sense, as Jewish teachers, or 
rabbis. 

16. Men of Isr’e?, Jews by birth. — 
And ye tha‘ fear God. Jewish proselytes, 
who had been converted from heathenism. 
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‘‘This discourse deserves the more atten- 
tion as furnishing so copious an illustration 
of the apostles’ manner of preaching to the 
Jews.”’ (Hackett.) 

17-19. ‘The beginning of this dis- 
course, verses 17, 18, 19, has three Greek 
words which are both rare and altogether 
peculiar to the, Scripture (translated ez- 
alted, suffered their manners, and divided 
by lot); of which the first occurs in 
Isa. i. 2., and the second and third in 
Deut. i. 31, 88; and, moreover, these two 
chapters Deut. i. and Isa. i. are to this day 
read on the one Sabbath, whence it is suf- 
ficiently certain that both were read on that 
very Sabbath, and in Greek, and that Paul 
referred especially to that reading of Moses 
and the prophets mentioned in verse 15. 
For even the mention of the judges in 
verse 20 agrees with the lesson Isa. i. 26; 
and the Jews are wont to take their dis- 
courses, or their beginnings, from the Sab- 
bath lesson in the synagogue.” (Bengel.) 
— Exalted the people when they dwelt as 
strangers in the land of Egypt. ‘ ‘Their 
humiliation was their exaltation. They 
went thither, seventy-five souls of separate 
families; they were compacted by their 
sservility into a united nation made strong 
by suffering. So by the American Revolu- 
tion, God exalted the American colonies 
into a great nation.” (Abbott). — Suffered 
he their manners. ‘‘ He nourished them ” 
is a more approved reading. So Noyes, 
Hackett, Lange, Alford, De Wette, Meyer 
and other high authorities — Seven nations 
in the land of Chanaan. 
given in Deut. vil, 1. 


Their names are 
They were the 
principal tribes in Canaan at the time the 
Israelites took possession of it. 

20. He gave unto them judges about the 
space of four hundred and fifty years. This 
agrees with the chronology of Josephus and 
the Book of Judges, but not with the Book 
of Kings, which allows but three hundred 
and thirty-one years for the period of the 
Judges. On this Conybeare and Howson 
well remark: ‘* We need not trouble our- 
selves with the difficulties which have been 
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raised concerning the chronology of this 
passage. Supposing it could be proved that 
St. Paul’s knowledge of ancient chronology 
was imperfect, this need not surprise us; 
for. there seems no reason to suppose (and 
we certainly have no right to assume @ 
priori) that divine inspiration would in- 
struct the apostles in truth discoverable by 
uninspired research, and non-essential to 
their religious mission.” 

22. David, ... a man after mine own 
heart, which shall fulfil all my will. (Ps. 


Ixxxix. 20; 1 Sam. xiii. 14.) This must. 


refer to his regal and not to his private 
character. A man may have grave faults, 
like those so well known in the case of 
David, yet be an excellent ruler, — just the 
man for a critical period in a nation’s life. 
Hints. Attention may be called to the 
perils of waters and of robbers (2 Cor. 
xi. 26), which Paul probably encountered 
on his way trom Perga to Antioch; to the 
order of services in the synagogues ; to the 
period of Jewish history to which Paul 
alludes in the beginning of his address; to 
God’s providential dealings with the Jewish 
people, and no less with the American peo- 
ple. As this lesson is prepared for the 
Sunday nearest the one hundredth Anniver- 
sary of the Declaration of American In- 
dependence, attention will naturally be 
called to the fact, that the wisdom and 
goodness of God are to be seen in the 
guidance and protection of our own peo- 
ple as well as the Jewish, and that grati- 
tude and obedience to him are demanded 
of us no less than they were of them. 
REFERENCES. Conybeare and Howson’s 
work (ch. vi.) contains a full and graphic 
description of the route from Perga to 
Antioch, of Antioch and the surrounding 
region, of the usual services in the Jewish 
synagogues; also a translation of Paul’s 
address and brief notes on it. Full notes 
on this address are contained in the com- 
mentaries by Abbott, Gloag, Hackett, 
Lange, and others. Neander’s ‘“ Planting 
and Training ’’ (Book III, ch. iii.), and 
Renan’s ‘‘ St. Paul’? (ch. ii.), can be 
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consulted on this part of Paul’s journey. 
Bible and Classical Dictionaries can be 
consulted on Pamphylia, Pisidia, and An- 
tioch in Pisidia. 


LESSON XXXVI. 
Acts XIII. 23-43. 


We remarked in the last lesson that 
Paul’s address in the synagogue, at Anti- 
och, might be regarded as consisting of 
- three heads: the first relating to the good- 
ness of God in his dealings with the Jew- 
ish people in the early part of their history ; 
the second to the Messianic predictions in 
the Old Testament, as fulfilled in the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus; and the 
third to the assurance of forgiveness in 
him, and the warnings of the prophets to 
such as reject him. Attention was called 
to the first of these heads. The second 
and third were reserved for consideration 
in the present lesson. 

The apostle breaks off his allusion to 
the course of Jewish history, with David, 
whom he declares to be the progenitor of 
the Messiah. He then passes to John the 
Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus, and de- 
clares that the one whom he proclaimed as 
about to come had indeed come, but had 
been rejected and slain by the Jews at 
Jerusalem, because they neither knew him 
nor the voices of the prophets that fore- 
told him. He next passes to the resur- 
rection of Jesus, and argues that in that 
event the prophecies contained in two of 
the Psalms had their fulfilment. He then 
passes to the third head of his discourse, 
and announces the doctrine of forgiveness 
of sins through Christ, — justification 
through faith in him. He concludes by 
warning his hearers not to neglect the 
opportunity offered for repentance, lest 
the retribution foretold by the prophets 
come upon them. 

Norns, XIII. 23. “Raised unto Israel. 
Rather, ‘‘ brought unto Israel.” 

25. Iam not he. Not the Messiah. 
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26. Children of the stock of Abraham ; 
Jews by birth, — and whosoever among you 
feareth God; Jewish proselytes. 

27. Noyes translates this verse, ‘‘ For 
they that dwell at Jerusalem and their 
rulers, not knowing him, nor the voices of 
the prophets which are read every sabbath, 
fulfilled them in condemning him.” 

28. And though they found no cause of 
death in him. “Nothing deserving of 
death.” (Noyes.) 

34. The sure mercies of David. Sure, 
because promised by Him whose word 
cannot be broken. 

35. In another psalm. Ps. xvi. 10. 

It is not necessary to suppose that Paul's 
interpretation of the Old Testament is in 
all cases correct. It may be doubted 
whether the sixteenth Psalm ought to be 
regarded as a prophecy of the Messiah. 
It seems to have been written by David, 
and intended to apply to himself. Noyes 
renders the tenth verse of this Psalm, 
“For thou wilt not give me up to the 
underworld; nor wilt thou suffer thy holy 
one to see the pit.” Paul and the other 
apostles occasionally fell into errors of 
opinion and conduct, and probably into no 
error of opinion oftener than in their mis- 
application of prophecy. In some cases, 
however, they applied prophecies to Jesus, 
or his time, only by way of accommodation. 

88. Through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins. ‘* Men are sin- 
ners. They are all sick with a moral dis- 
ease. The gospel is the remedy, and Christ 
the physician. For he encourages men to 
repent by the assurance of pardon. He 
reveals the rich mercy of God to every re- 
turning sinner. He cherishes the holy 
desire of reconciliation and peace; breaks 
not the bruised reed of a penitential emo- 
tion, nor quenches the smoking flax of a 
heaven-lifted aspiration ready to burst 
into a pure flame. He treats men as they 
are; meets them on their own level, and 
shows them the awful nature and conse- 
quences of their transgressions: but bids 
them, nevertheless, hope, with full assur- 
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ance in God, as a Father, ready to help 
them escape the toils and snares of sin, 
merciful to forgive, and plenteous in re- 
demption. Here lies the secret of the 
power and salvation of vhe gospel. It 
shows us that God loves us, loves us even 
in our sins; cannot consent that we should 
perish; pleads with us in a voice of pa- 
rental tenderness, but of warning; and has, 
in giving us his son to live and die for us, 
demonstrated more powerfully than words 
could do, that, if we would not be dead to 
all that is good, and true, and fair, and 
quench the great immortal hope of our 
being, we must cast away every sin, and 
turn to him and live.” (Livermore). 

39. And by him all that believe are 
justified from all things. ‘*We here 
alight, for the first time, on the Pauline 
idea of justification, the central principle 
of this apostle’s faith, and the character- 
He 
contrasted here, as he did through several 
of his Epistles, the gospel with the law of 
Moses. The law was a rigid master; it 
exacted the utmost penalty for every sin ; 
it was sternly just. But it dealt with ex- 
ternals; it walked by sight. It prescribed 
this offering, or that sacrifice, for the wrong 
doer, and the heart might still be far away 
from true penitence, though the outward 
act was performed to a punctilio. The 
law, then, could not justify a sinner. It 
was not to be expected, for that was not 
its leading aim. It was a ritual, a school- 
master, a disciplinarian, to clear the way 
for higher truth and a holier service. A 
man might, as the Pharisees did, perform 


istie of his whole religious system. 


every item of legal requirement so far as 
outward exercises were concerned, and yet 
be a very sepulchre, as they were, of rot- 
tenness and death. But the gospel, ac- 
cording to Paul, emphasized faith —a 
moral, spiritual sentiment of the heart — 
as alone entitling man to be justified or 
treated as just by God. He had come un- 
der a new and advanced teacher, Christ, 
who had to do with the heart; whose eye 
p-erced the motives of conduct, and judged 
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the character like the all-seeing God. The 
law was ‘ weak,’ as the apostle elsewhere 
says; it did not appeal, like the message 
of the Crucified One, to the heart. It did 
not justify the sinner, because it could not » 
so powerfully help him to repent of his 
sins, and fulfil the single condition of justi- 
fication ; viz., Repentance and Reformation. 
If a Jew did by any means repent, how- 
ever, he was pardoned as much as a Chris- 
tian is now. See Ezek. xvili., xxxill. 
But faith — full, undoubting confidence in 
Christ — justifies the transgressor, because 
it works a moral revolution in his character; 
assures him of the goodness of God, and 
convinces him that if he still suffers some 
of the consequences of his sins, even after 
repentance, yet that God has cancelled 
others, and will treat and love him as his 
child, as if he had never strayed, and will 
open to him the whole heaven of love and 
blessedness, and bid the angels rejoice 
over his recovery.” (Livermore.) 

40, 41. The prophecy referred to in 
these verses is found in Hab. i.6. It was 
directed to the Jews, in view of the im- 
pending destruction of their nation by the 
Chaldeans, and was fulfilled in the Baby- 
lonish captivity. Paul quotes it, not asa 
prediction concerning his hearers, but as 
applicable to them if they rejected the 
gospel. 

Hints. The class should be taken rap- 
idly over Paul’s journey as far as Antioch, 
and reminded of the first head of his dis- 
course in the synagogue there, considered 
in the last lesson. Attention may be called 
to Paul’s method of applying the Old Tes- 
tament prophecies to Jesus, and to the fact 
that, although the apostles were sometimes 
wrong in their interpretation of the Jew- 
ish Scriptures, they can be trusted as relia- 
ble teachers of moral and spiritual truth. 
The opportunity afforded by this lesson to 
speak of sin, of repentance as the condi- 
tion of its forgiveness, and of Jesus as 
setting forth the highest encouragements 
and motives to repentance, should be 
improved, 
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Rerprences. The translation of Paul’s 
address, and notes thereon. in the work of 
Conybeare and Howson, also, Commenta- 
ries by various authors can be consulted 


to advantage. Noyes’s ‘‘ New Introduction 


to the Translation of the Hebrew Prophets” 
will throw light on the Messianic predic- 
tions in the Old Testament. On Paul’s 
doctrine of justification by faith, see 
Clarke’s ‘‘Truths and Errors of Ortho- 
doxy,” ch. ix.; ‘* Righteousness by Faith,” 
in Noyes’s ‘‘ Theological Essays;” and 
“Saving Faith,” and ‘‘ Atonement with- 
out Expiation,” in Hedge’s ‘‘ Reason in 
Religion.” 


LESSON XXXVIL. 
Acts XIII. 44.— XIV. 7. 


Tue preaching of Paul in the synagogue 
at Antioch awakened so much interest that 
on the next Sabbath a great multitude — 
almost the whole city, is Luke’s way of 
stating it—came together to hear him. 
This eagerness of the people roused the 
indignation of the Jews, and led them to 
denounce the doctrines which ~ Paul set 
forth. The apostle saw that further preach- 
ing to this part of the population would be 
useless; so he turned to the Gentiles, and 
assured them that the Glad Tidings were for 
them as well as for the Jews. They re- 
joiced at his word, and many of them be- 
lieved. The opposition of the Jews now 
became more violent. They roused not 
only the chief men of the city, but also 
female proselytes of rank against the preach- 
ers of the new faith, and compelled them to 
leave the city. Driven from one city they 
fled to the next. They left Antioch, shak- 
ing off the dust of their feet against it, and 
caine to Iconium. In this city, more im- 
portant than the last, they went, as was 
their custom, into the synagogue of the 
Jews, and preached. Many, both Jews by 
birth and proselytes, believed; but here, as 
at Antiach, the unbelieving Jews roused 
many of the Gentiles to hostility ; so that a 
part of the city took sides with the Jews, 
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and a part with the messengers of truth 
and right who had come among them. A 
plan was laid to stone them, but they be- 
came aware of it, and left for Lystra, a 
city of Lycaonia, not fav distant. ‘* And 
there they preached the gospel.” 

Norns. XIII. 44. Almost the whole city. 
This means no more than we do when we 
say of a great gathering of people, ‘‘ Ev- 
erybody was there.” Such expressions are 
frequent in the Scriptures, and not to be 
taken literally. 

45. The Jews were filled with 
envy. The Jews who did not believe were 
highly indignant because others did. 

46. Waxed bold and said: ‘* Said boldly 
and plainly. (Noyes.) 

47, Itwas necessary that the Word of God 
should first have been spoken to you. Evi- 
dently it was the Divine plan that Christi- 
anity should first be offered to those who 
had received so much preparatory training 
for it. The character and will of God had 
been more fully revealed to the Jews than 
to any other people. The Mosaic dispen- 
sation was a school to fit those under it 
for the Christian. If the apostles had 
preached to the Gentiles first, they would 
have gone against the obvious course of 
procedure marked out for them. — Judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life. 
‘¢ This mode of speaking is not common; 


it rests on the just view that a man’s actions 
may be taken as his own self-pronounced 
verdict as to his character and deserts.” 
(Hackett.) 

48. As many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed. The Calvinists claim that this 
means those whom God had appointed to 
eternal life, and present it as a proof-text 
for predestination. The Arminians con- 
tend that it means those who were disposed 
or inclined to eternal life, 7.e., to receive 
the gospel, believed. Some suppose it 
mean that those who believed were appointed 
to eternal life. Alford says: ‘(The Jews 
had judged themselves unworthy of eternal 
life ; the Gentiles, as many as were disposed 
to eternal life, believed. By whom so dis- 
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posed is not here declared; nor need the 
word be, in this place, further particular- 
ized. We know that it is God who worketh 
in us the will to believe, and that the 
preparation of the heart is of Him; but 
to find in this text pre-ordination to life 
asserted is to force both the word and the 
context to a meaning which they do not 
contain.” 

50. The devout and honorable women. 
‘“The women of rank who worshipped 
God.” (Noyes.) Coasts; Borders. 

51. But they shook off the dust of their 
feet aguinst them. ‘* As an emblem of 
their disapprobation, and of warning to the 
place, as if they regarded it as a heathen 
city. No fires of revenge burned in the 
breasts of these good men, but they turned 
away in pity, in a sorrowful indignation, 
from a field so promising at first, in which 
they hoped to have planted many a living 
seed of truth.” (Livermore.) 

52. The disciples —those at Antioch 
where the persecution continued — were 
filled with joy. Although called to suffer, 
sources of consolation were opened to 
them, and they could rejoice. 

XIV. 1. Lcontwm. This was the principal 
city of Lycaonia, situated on the south shore 
of Lake Trogilis. ‘‘ Mountains covered 
with snow rise on every side excepting 
towards the east, where a plain, flat as the 
desert of Arabia, extends beyond the reach 
of the eye.” ‘‘ There is no reason to sup- 
pose that (in the time of Paul) its charac- 
ter was different from that of other im- 
portant towns on the principal lines of 
communication through Asia Minor. The 
elements of its population would be as 
follows: A large number of trifling and 
frivolous Greeks, whose principal places of 
resort would be the theatre and market- 
place ; some remains of a still older popu- 
lation coming in occasionally from the 
country, or residing in a separate quarter 
of the town; some few Roman officials, 
civil or military, holding themselves proud- 
ly aloof from the inhabitants of the subju- 
gated province; and an old established 


THE TEACHER'S 


GUIDE. 


colony of Jews, who exercised their trade 
during the week, and met on the sabbath 
to read the law in the synagogue.” (Cony- 
beare and Howson.) Its present name is 
Konieh, and its population numbers 20,000 
or 80,000. — They went both together into 
the synagogue. ‘* The same kind of events 
took place here as in Antioch, and almost 
in the same order.” — Greeks ; Proselytes. 

5. And when there was an assault made. 
Not actually made but contemplated; a 
movement was made for an assault. 

6. Lycaonia. ‘‘ The district of Lyca- 
onia extends from the ridges of Mount 
Taurus and the borders of Cilicia, on the 
south, to the Cappadocian hills, on the 
north. It is a bare and dreary region, 
unwatered by streams, though in parts 
liable to occasional inundations. Strabo 
mentions one place where water was even 
sold for money. In this respect, there 
must be a close resemblance between this 
country and large tracts of Australia. 
Nor is this the only particular in which the 
resemblance may be traced. Both regions 
afford excellent pasture for flocks of sheep, 
and give opportunities for obtaining large 
possessions by trade in wool. ... Of 
the whole district Iconium was properly 
the capital; and the plain round Iconium 
may be reckoned as its great central space, 
situated midway between Cilicia and Cap- 
padocia. This plain is spoken of as the 
largest in Asia Minor.” (Conybeare and 
Howson.) 

Hints. The teacher may speak of the 
phrase, ‘‘ almost the whole city;” of the 
character of the Jews who would not re- 
ceive the gospel themselves, nor willingly 
allow others to do so; of the way in which 
they ‘‘ judged themselves unworthy of ever- 
lasting life;” of the meaning of ‘ as 
many as were ordained to eternal life be- 
lieved;” of the meaning of ‘‘ eternal life” 
in the New Testament; of Iconium and the 
surrounding region; of the course pursued 
there by Paul and Barnabas, and by the 
Jews; of the province of Lycaonia. The 


| steady perseverance of Paul and Barnabas 
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in the right course, in spite of so many 
obstacles, ought not to be overlooked. 

Rererences. On Iconium and Lyca- 
onia, see Bible and classical dictionaries, 
and Conybeare and Howson’s work (ch. 
vi). On the meaning of ‘‘ Eternal Life,” 
in the New Testament, see Clarke’s 
** Truths and Errors of Orthodoxy,” pp. 
296-304. 


LESSON XXXVIII. 
Acts XIV. 8-20. 


Arter Paul and Barnabas had been 
driven from Iconium they pursued their 
way further into Lycaonia, over the great 
central plain of Asia Minor, mentioned in 
the last lesson. Here on this high table- 
land, surrounded by lofty mountains, were 
two cities of a different character from 
what the apostle and the companion of his 
journey had yet visited. Lystra and Derbe 
had felt little of the civilizing influences of 
the Roman power, and heard little of the 
one God worshipped by the Jews. A few 
Roman officers and a few Jewish traders 
dwelt here, —for where did they not? — 
but the masses were barbarians and idol- 
aters. The first of these two cities which 
Paul visited was Lystra. Here where 
there were so few Jews there was no syn- 
agocue, and the apostle at once preached 
to the heathen population in some place of 
public resort. On one occasion, when the 
people were assembled to hear him, he 
healed a man who had been a cripple from 
his birth. The people were so much as- 
tonished at this that they shouted out in 
their Lycaonian dialect, ‘‘ The Gods are 
come down to us in the likeness of men.” 
Barnabas they mistook tor Jupiter, the 
Father of Gods and men; and Paul for 
Mercury, the God of Eloquence. There 
was a tradition that in an earlier age these 
two divinities had visited that region ; hence, 
no doubt, this hasty inference of the peo- 
ple that they had again come among them. 
The rumor spread rapidly, and soon the 
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whole population had turned out to honor 
the celestial visitants. The priest of 
Jupiter — for Jupiter was the tutelary God 
of the city, and had a temple here where 
worship was paid him — brought oxen and 
garlands, and was about to offer sacrifice in 
what he supposed to be the visible presence 
of two of the Gods. Paul and Barnabas 
were shocked at the thought of what was 
about to be done. They rent their clothes 
as an expression of their intense abhorrence 
of the contemplated sacrifice, and ran in 
among the people, begging them to desist, 
and assuring them that they were men like 
themselves, and that it was the chief object 
of their visit to persuade them to turn from 
false divinities to the living God, the cre- 
ator of all things. They pointed out the 
goodness of the true God, and the evidences 
of his existence as seen in the rain and the 
fruits of the earth; but only with great dif- 
ficulty did they prevent the superstitious 
and idolatrous population from offering 
them sacrifice. 

These rude and simple people, so ready 
to honor Paul and Barnabas as Gods, were 
no less ready at the instigation of Jews 
from Iconium and Antioch to treat them 
as impostors or demons. The current of 
popular feeling which had so easily set in 
their favor, as easily set in the opposite 
direction. Paul was stoned, dragged out 
of the city and left for dead. Fortunately, 
his enemies did not as they supposed com- 
plete their work. He rallied, returned to 
the city, and the next day went with Bar- 
nabas to Derbe. 

Norss. XIV.8. Lystra. ‘This city 
was undoubtedly in the eastern part of the 
great plain of Lycaonia, and there are 
strong reasons for identifyihg its site with 
called Bin-bir-kilisser, at the 
base of a conical mountain of volcanic 
structure, named Kara-dagh. Here are 
the remains of a-great number of churches ; 
and it should be noticed that Lystra has its 
past apostolic Christian history, the names 
of its bishops appearing in the records of 
early councils.” 


the ruins 
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11. Saying in the Speech of Lycaonia. 
““The native dialect of the province. Of 
the nature of this dialect nothing is known 
with certainty. No relic of it remains, or 
at least has been identified; no description 
of it has been handed down to us. Those 
who have examined the question differ in 
their conclusions. Luke mentions 
that the Lystrians spoke in their native 
tongue, that we may know why the multi- 
tude proceeded so far in their design before 
Paul and Barnabas interposed to arrest it. 
In conferring with the people, they had 
used, doubtless, the Greek, which formed 
at that period an extensive medium of in- 
tercourse between those of different nations. 
(Hackett). 

12. Jupiter. ‘* He was the highest and 
most powerful of all the gods; had con- 
trol over all changes in the heavens; de- 
termined the course of all earthly affairs; 
was the guardian of the law; was invoked 
at the beginning of every undertaking ; and 
publicly worshipped at the return from 
every campaign.” ‘* He was invested with 
the form of a grave, majestic old man, 
clothed with venerableness and awe, and 
having eyes expressive of deep meditation 
and commanding authority.” ‘‘ He is gen- 
erally represented as sitting upon a golden 
or ivory throne, holding in one hand thun- 
der-bolts just ready to be hurled, and in 
the other a sceptre of cypress. His looks 
express majesty, his beard flows long and 
neglected, and the eagle stands with ex- 
panded wings at his feet.” — Mercurius 
(Mercury). ‘‘ He was represented as a 
young man, with a winged cap, and small 
wings on his feet, and a wand of wonderful 
powers, called caducius, which was also 
winged and bound with two serpents.” 
“« He was the messenger of the gods, hence 
the god of eloquence and prudence, quali- 
ties combined in the classical representa- 
tions with cunning, fraud, perjury, and even 
theft. He was also a customary companion 
of the other deities, and attended Jupiter 
in his expeditions. Each of the Grecian 
cities was supposed to be under the especial 
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protection of some deity. Jupiter appears 
to have been the tutelary deity of Lystra, 
and his temple, or possibly his statue, stood 
just outside the walls of the city. It wasa 
common belief among the ancients that the 
gods occasionally visited the earth in the 
form of men; and Ovid has preserved a 
special tradition of such a visit by Jupiter 
and Mercury to the house of Lycaon, the 
supposed founder of one of the principal 
cities of Lycaonia. Thus the account here 
given of the reception accorded to the 
apostles agrees singularly with what we 
know of the character of the people and 
their traditions. Observe that it is Bara- 
bas, and not Paul, who is regarded as Jupi- 
ter, and compare this with the statement of 
his enemies, that his bodily presence is 
weak. Hence we may reasonably surmise 
that he was small of stature. Of his power 
as a speaker the Book of Acts affords many 
illustrations.” 

13. Then the priest of Jupiter, which 
was before their city. The temple of the 
tutelary god sometimes stood outside the 
walls. — Brought oxen. For sacrifice. — And 
garlands. To adorn the victims, and per- 
haps the priest and altar. 

14. They rent their clothes. It was the 
custom of the Jews to rend their garments 
from the neck in front down towards the 
girdle. This act was performed, not only 
as an expression of sorrow, but of abhor- 
ence on hearing or seeing any thing which 
they regarded as impious. 

15-17. The following is Conybeare’s 
translation of Paul’s speech: ‘* Ye men of 
Lystra, why do ye these things? We also 
are men, of like passions with you; and 
we are come to preach to you the Glad 
Tidings, that you may turn.from these vain 
idols to the living God, who made the 
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and all 
things that are therein. For in the gener- 
ations that are past He suffered all the 
nations of the Gentiles to walk in their own 
ways. Nevertheless He left not himself 
without witness, in that He blessed you, and 
gave you rain from heaven, and fruitful 
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seasons, filling your hearts with food and 
gladness.” Hackett remarks: ‘‘It is in- 
teresting to compare this speech at Lystra 
with the train of thought which Paul has 
developed in Rom. i. 10. It will be seen 
that the germ of the argument there may 
be traced distinctly here. The similarity 
is precisely such as we should expect on 
the supposition that he who wrote the Epis- 
tle delivered the speech. The diversity in 
the different prominence given to partic- 
ular ideas is that which arises from applying 
the same system of truth to different occa- 
sions.” 

19.. And there came thither certain Jews. 
The Jews stirred up almost every persecu- 
tion which Paul suffered. 

20. He rose up and came into the city. 
Some contend that he was actually dead, 
and that he was miraculously restored to 
life. There is no evidence that Luke meant 
to be so understood. 

Hints. Attention may be called to the 
eity of Lystra; to the character of its in- 
habitants; to Jupiter and Mercury ; to the 
speech of Paul, and to the renewed perse- 
cution of him by the Jews. The wisdom 
with which Paul adapts himself to different 
classes of hearers; the evidences of God’s 
wisdom and goodness afforded in his works ; 
the degrading effects of idolatry; and the 
danger that we shall become virtually idol- 
aters by loving some other object better 
than the only living and true God, are 
topics also worthy of consideration. 


LESSON XXXIX. 
Acts XIV. 21-28. 


Tne next day after Paul had been stoned 
at Lystra, he went with Barnabas to 
Derbe, a city not far distant. We learn 
nothing of their visit here except that he 
preached the gospel to many people. From 
this point the two missionaries begin to re- 
trace their steps, first to Lystra, then to 
Iconium, then to Antioch; in each of these 
cities ‘‘ confirming the souls of the disci- 
ples, and exhorting them to continue in 
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the faith; and that we must through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” 
They ordained elders over every church, 
and commended it to the grace of God. 
From Antioch they returned to Perga, 
where, it would seem, they now, for the 
first time, preached ; perhaps we may infer, 
from the silence of the account, with small 
success. From Perga they went to Attalia, 
a seaport about sixteen miles to the south- 
west; and from this city they sailed for 
Antioch, the place from which they had 
started. Here they called together the 
church, and told the story of their great 
success, in that multitudes of the Gentiles 
had received the word of God. 

It is not certain how long a time this 
journey occupied ; some suppose that it 
covered a period of two or three years, 
and others that it was begun in the spring 
and finished in the autumn of the same 
year. We have assigned the beginning of 
the journey — after Conybeare and How- 
son—to A. D. 48. It may have occurred 
two or three years earlier. 

Norrs XIV. 21. To that city; Derbe. 
*« The exact position of this town has not 
yet been ascertained, but its general situ- 
ation is undoubted. It was in the eastern 
part of the great upland plain of Lycaonia, 
which stretches from Iconium, eastward, 
along the north side of the chain of Taurus. 
It must have been somewhere near the place 
where the pass called the Cilician Gates 
opened a way from the low plain of Cilicia to 
the table-land of the interior ; and probably 
it was a stage upon the great road which 
passed this way.” — They returned again to 
Lystra. ‘* And now we have reached the 
limit of St. Paul’s first missionary journey. 
About this part of the Lycaonian plain, 
where it approaches, through gradual un- 
dulations, to the northern bases of Mount 
Taurus, he was not far from that well 
known pass which~leads down from the 
central table-land to Cilicia and Tarsus. 
But his thoughts did not centre in an earth- 
ly home. He turned back upon his foot- 
steps, and revisited the places — Lystra, 
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Iconium, and Antioch — where he him- 
self had been reviled and persecuted, but 
where he had left, as sheep in the desert, 
the disciples whom his master had enabled 
him to gather. They needed building up 
and strengthening in the faith, comforting 
in the midst of their inevitable sufferings, 
and fencing round by permanent institu- 
tions. Therefore Paul and Barnabas re- 
visited the scenes of their labors, undaunted 
by the dangers which awaited them, and 
using words of encouragement, which none 
but the founders of a true religion would 
have ventured to address to their earliest 
converts, that ‘we can only enter the 
kingdom of God by passing through much 
tribulation.’ But not only did they fortify 
their faith by passing words of encourage- 
ment: they ordained elders in every church, 
after the pattern of the first Christian mis- 
sionaries in Palestine; and with that solemn 
observance which had attended their own 
consecration, and which has been trans- 
mitted to later ages in connection with 
ordination, — ‘ with fasting and prayer,’ — 
they made choice of fit persons to serve 
in the sacred ministry of the church.” 
(Conybeare and Howson.) 

25. Perga. The city where they landed 
after leaving Cyprus. — Attalia; a coast 
town in Pamphylia not far from Perga. 
(The name has unfortunately been omitted 
from the map contained in the Lessons, but 
a dot near Perga designates the place.) It 
was founded by Attalus Philadelphus, King 
of Pergamos, in the second century before 
Christ, and named in honor of its founder. 
It is still an important city. It does not 
appear that the apostles preached here, but 
only that they took ship for Antioch. 

Hints. In this Lesson, a review may be 
taken of the whole of Paul’s first mission- 
ary journey. Stress should be laid on the 
moral courage and perseverance which Paul 
and Barnabas showed, and on the self-sacri- 
fice which they constantly made. The moral 
grandeur of a man, forgetting self, and 
laboring untiringly for a great and good 
cause, should be held up to view. 
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ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL SOCIETY. 

Tue Anniversary week meeting of the 
Unitarian Sunday-School Society was held 
in King’s Chapel, Thursday afternoon, 
June 1st, the President, Rev. Henry W. 
Foote, in the chair. Rev. Mr. Hussey, of 
Billerica, opened the meeting with prayer. 
Ex-President Hill, of Harvard College, 
then read an essay on ‘‘The Qualifica- 
tions of Sunday-school Teachers.” The 
point he wished to enforce was that a body, 
to give motion, must be in motion itself. It 
was the duty of parents first to be true chil- 
dren of God themselves, and then their 
children would follow them. They could 
lead them to love God only when they 
themselves loved God. This also applied 
to teachers. They could only teach prop- 
erly when the moral law had ceased to be a 
restraint to them, but was their living, in- 
spiring motive. The prime requisite in a 
Sunday-school teacher was that he should 
himself be a living Christian. But it might 
be said that this standard was too high, and 
many would not feel themselves worthy to 
undertake the duty of teaching. To this he 
would reply that the work of this world 
must be done by the people in it; and as it 
was a duty to have Sunday schools, so it 
was the duty of people to teach. And, in- 
deed, they could not help teaching, and the 
high standard should be a stimulus to higher 
activity and devotion. 

Rev. Mr. Staples, of Providence, said he 
could not say that the standard was placed 
by Dr. Hill too high, but he thought the 
creat points are that a teacher should have 
a religious zeal and love for children, and 
an earnest desire to teach them. In every 
instance where a teacher had these impulses, 
that had come under his observation, he or 
she had succeeded. If teachers had the 
spark of life in them, they should not be 
discouraged because they did not have great 


| biblical knowledge. 


Hon. J. C. Park spoke of the long peace 
thit had existed between England and 
America, and said it was due to the fact 
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that the same great truths of Christianity 
were preached in the pulpits of each coun- 
try. Individual character was the safety of 
the nation, and individual characters were 
formed in the Sunday schools. 

Rey. Mr. De Normandie, of Portsmouth, 
then read a paper on ‘‘ The Weak Points in 
our Sunday schools.” The first weak point 
he mentioned was the change in the observ- 
ance of the Sunday. He did not think 
the Sunday school was now a nursery of 
the church ; Lut, on the contrary, a feeling 
was becoming prevalent that if children 
went to the Sunday school that would take 
the place for them of the church-service. 
The complaint was everywhere coming up 
that it was hard to get as teachers men and 
women ot years and experience. The 
second weak point he mentioned was in 
regard to text-books. In old times, people 
when they left the Sunday school knew what 
was in the Bible, and where to find it. 
Nowadays the Bible was scarcely referred 
to in the teaching, and the schools were 
made attractive by declamations, addresses, 
and concerts, in which children took part 


who ought to be at home in bed. The ig- | 


norance of the Bible among children was 
truly alarming. The intelligent study of 
the Bible had not been crystallized into 
text-books as it ought to have been, and 
teachers are not so well prepared to an- 
swer the questions of the children now as 
teachers were twenty-five years ago. The 
last point he mentioned was the absence of 
doctrinal teaching. If the Sunday school 
was going to be the nursery of the church, 
the children must be taught in the funda- 
mental principles of doctrine on which to 
pin their faith. 

Rev. Mr. Cudworth was positive that the 
character of Christian teachers and their 
love for God would overcome all the diffi- 
culties. God always was in reserve to give 
strength and knowledge, 

Rev. Mr. Muzzey, of Cambridge, spoke 
of the questions asked by children as being 
the most encouraging sign a teacher could 
have; and he assured the fuaint-hearted 
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and discouraged teachers present that God 
would show them how to answer these 
questions. 

Rev. Mr. Reynolds, of Concord, spoke 
of the lack of definite objects to be accom- 
plished by the Sunday school. Children 
should be made to understand that the ob- 
ject of the school was the communication of 
religious knowledge as the basis of Chris- 
tian character and a truly devout life. He 
complained that in the eyes of the Christian 
men and women the Sunday school did not 
stand a thing of majesty, and as the great 
and solemn need of the community. 

Rev. Dr. Hosmer, of Newton, agreed 
with Mr. Reynolds that solid facts were 
very important things in Sunday-school in- 
struction; but the feeling, the sympathy, 
the sacred leaven should go along with the 
knowledge. He spoke at length upon the 
great power of sympathy. 

Rev. Mr. Eliot, of Portland, Oregon, 
was called upon, but owing to the lateness 
of the hour, he excused himself from speak- 
ing.—Advertiser. 


A CrntTEenniaL Concert EXeERrcIsE, 
arranged by Rev. H. C. Bates, of Belmont, 
has been published by the Unitarian Sunday 
School Society. It is every way excellent, 
and ought to be used by all our Sunday 
Schools on the Sunday before or after the 
Fourth of July. 

Price, four cents per copy; two dollars 
per hundred. 


Tue office of the Unitarian Sunday 
School Society will be closed daily at two 
o'clock p.m., during July and August. The 
Secretary usually will be at the office from 
9 to 10 a.m., during these months. 


Tuer mere lapse of years is not life. To 
eat and drink andsleep; to be exposed to 
the darkness and the light, to pace round 
in the mill of habit, and turn the wheel of 
wealth; to make reason our book-keeper, 
and turn thought into an implement of 
trade, — this is not life. — Martineau. 
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THE DEAD BIBLE CLASS. 


Tre class had not actually perished, nor 
was it buried out of sight. It had a sort of 
existence; ‘‘a name to live.” It met, or 
some of it, every Sunday afternoon. It 
had rather more existence than a night- 
mare, although the amount of vitality mani- 
fested by a nightmare is far in excess of 
any thing that could be called vigor ever 
developed in the doings of this class. 

The principal recommendation of the 
teacher of this class was that he had been 
teaching it or a similar class for forty years. 
Being a lawyer by profession, he was sup- 
posed to have great ability in making a 
scientific analysis of a Bible lesson, and of 
presenting the truth in sueh a manner as 
to enable people to understand it with ease. 
But he omitted to bestow on his lessons the 
care in preparation which he would devote 
to the putting of a case into good shape for 
presentation to a jury. However forcible 
may have been his pleading in court, he 
brought to his students all the dulness he 
had, and gave them his mental leavings in 
so soporific a style that, had not the benches 
furnished the class been stiff and unyield- 
ing, each student would have been ‘‘ at ease 
in Zion” in slumberous repose. ; 

This excellent person gave evidence of 
great regularity in his habits of preparation. 
Every Sunday afternoon, immediately on 
rising from the dinner-table, he would go 
to the room by courtesy called his ‘* study,” 
to study the lesson. Dinner finished about 
one o'clock. Class began at two, and the 
walk from home to church took nearly half 
an hour. He had a commentary, one of 
the oldest, heaviest, and dullest in the mar- 
ket. His father had left it to him, and it 
was prized asa gift of paternal affection, 
and a monument of the study in which the 
old gentleman used to indulge. As for 
the new-fangled commentaries, the mod- 
ern improvements, and helps, and lesson 
papers, and all such novelties, our teacher 
scorned them as varieties of a vexatious 
and worldly spirit of invention, devised 
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only for money-making, and for calling off 
the attention of young people from serious 
things. As for him, give him his old com- 
mentary or give him death. It gave his 
class death. Not that there was in the old 
commentary itself any thing noxious or 
fatal. It was in his way of using it. He 
seemed to ascribe to it a magic power of 
imparting the lesson to him. He pored 
over it for ten or fifteen minutes, then 
closed it reverently, laid it aside, and 
marched forth to teach. : 

Need it be said that this good man bored 
his class more than he instructed them ? 
Need it be added that the class gradually 
dwindled toa skeleton. Or need the hint 
be given that the students, most of whom 
were growing up to mature life, found it 
more profitable to stay away than to spend 
their time in listening to his pointless ha- 
rangues ? 

The class and the teacher plodded on, 
and on, and on. ‘The whole concern be- 
came about as dead as Lazarus was after he 
had lain four days in the grave. But a 
resurrection came to the dead Lazarus. 
And perhaps there is such an experience in 
store for this moribund Bible class. If the 
teacher will wake up enough to do some 
really solid studying, or if the class will 
wake up enough to throw him overboard, 
and get another teacher, there is hope; 
there may be life, and, with life, light and 
vigor. 


“«Law is God’s working, and love is 
God’s feeling. His love and labor are 
identical. So should our love and labor 
be.” —N. A. Staples. 
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LESSON XXXV. 


[JULY 2.] 


SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acrs XIII. 14-22. 


GOLDEN TEXT. — Thou shalt remember all 
the wry which the Lord thy God led thee. — Dvr. 
viii. 2. 

HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Time: About A.D. 48. 

Paul and Barnabas leave Perga and go to 
Antioch, in Pisidia. : 

On the Sabbath Paul preaches in the Jew- 
ish synagogue. : 

He alludes to God’s wonderful dealings 
with the Jewish people. 


(PRIMARY. ) 


1. Wl! at places did ) ou learn in the last ‘esson 
that Paul visited ? 


2. Will you point out these places on the m»p? 
3. At which of these places did we leave Paul? 
4. Where did he go when he lett Perga? 

He went lo Antioch, in Pisidia. 

5. In what direction and what distance was 
this city from Perga ? 

It was ninety miles north. 

6. Where did Paul go on the first Sabbath 
after his arrival in Antioch. 

He went to the Jewish synagogue. 

7. What is a synagogue ? 

8. What did the rulers of the synagogue ask 
Paul and his companion Barnabas ¥ 

They asked them to address the people if they 
had any thing to say. 

9. Did either of them accept this invitation ? 

Yes. Puul made «a long adaress. 

10. What did he say about the Jewish people 
in the first part of his address? 

He spoke of the way in which God had guided 
and protected them. 

11. Would you like me to tell you some of the 
wonderful things which God did for the Jewish 
people ? 

12. Would you like to hear of some of the won- 
derful things which God has done for the Ameri- 
can people? 

12. Ought we not to be grateful to God for 
what he lias done for our nation? 

14. Will you repeat the Golden Text ? 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


15. What account can you give of Antioch, in 
Pisidia? 

16. Whom did Paul mean by “ men of Israel,’’ 
in verse 167 

17. Whom did he mean by ‘“‘ ye that fear God ’’? 

18. What allusion does he make in verse 17 to 
God’s dealings with the Jewish people in the early 
part of their history ? ({ 

19. To what period of their history does he 
allude in verse 18? 

20. What does he say in verse 19 that God did 
for them ? 

21. Then how did God deal with them? v. 20. 

22. When they desired a king, whom did he 
first give them? v. 21. 

23. What king did he next raise up for them? 
v. 22. 

24. In what sense can it be said that David was 
‘€a man after Gou’s own heart’ ? 

25. Will you name some of the remarkable 
events in the early history of the Jewish people, 
not mentioned in this report of Paul’s discourse ? 

26. Will you name some of the remarkable 
events in the history of our own country ? 

27. Is the providence of Gi d apparent in Amer- 
ican as well as Jewish history ? 

28. What lessons applicable to our own country 
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can be learned from God’s dealings with the 
Jews? 


(ADVANCED.) 


The last two ‘‘ Intermediate ’’ questions may be 
considered by advanced classes. 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. From what port did Paul sail when he 
started on his first missionary journey ? 

2. About what year was this? 

3. To what island did he sail? 

4. In what two cities of this island did he 
preach ? 

5. To what city did he next sail? 

6. Where did he go when he left Perga? 

7. Where cud he preach on the Sabbath ? 

8. To what did he allude in the first part of his 
discourse ? 


LESSON XXXVI. 


[JULY 9.] 
SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts XIII. 23-43. 


GOLDEN TEXT.—Be it known unto you, 
therefore, men and brethren, that through this 
man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins. 
— AcTs xiii. 38. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Paul continues his discourse in the syna- 
gogue at Antioch. 

He preaches that Jesus was a descendant 
of David, that he was put to death by the 
Jews, that God raised him from the dead, 
and that through him we have forgiveness 
of sins. 


(PRIMARY.) 


1 In the last lesson, where did we leave Paul 
preaching ? 

2. What did he preach about in the first part 
of his sermon? 

God's wonderful dealings with the Jewish people. 

8. What did he say avout Jesus ? 

That he was a descendant of King David. 

4. What did he say about John the Baptist ? 

That he preached to the Jews, and warned them 
to repent. 

5. What did he say that the Jews did to Jesus? 

That they put him to death with no good reason 

or Ut. 

6. What did he say that God did? 

That he raised him from the dead. 

7. How long did he say that Jesus was seen 
after this? 

Many days. 

8. What doctrine did he say was preached to 
them through Jesus ? 

[Repeat the Golden Text.] 

9. What is a sin? 

10. What is the forgiveness of sins ? 

11. What must we do if we would have our 
sins forgiven? 
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12. What else did Paul say to his hearers? 

He warned them to repent lest the punishment 
spoken of by the prophets come upon them. 

13 Does punishment come upon all who per- 
sist in wrong-doing ? 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


14. What is meant by “the word of this salva- 
tion,’’ in verse 26? 

15. What is meant in verse 27 by “they knew 
him not, nor vet the voices of the prophets ”’? 

16. What does Paul mention in verse 33 as 
the fulfilment of prophecy ? 

17. What does he mention as another fulfilment 
in verse 385? 

18. Must we believe that Paul’s interpretation 
of the Old Testament prophecies is in all cases 
correct ? 

19. Do we find that the apostles were occasion- 
ally wrong in their opinions and conduct ? 

20. If they held some of the errors of their age, 
may they still be regarded as generally reliable 
guides in morals and religion ? 

21. Is an inspired man necessarily infallible ? 

22. What doctrine is taught in verse 38 ? 

23. What is the meaning of verse 39? 

24. What prophecy is referred to in verses 40 
and 41? (Hab. i. 5.) 

25. What is said in verse 42? 

26. What do you understand by “‘the grace of 
God,” in verse 43? 


(ADVANCED. ) 


Paul’s application of the Old Testament prophe- 
cies to Jesus. 

The resurrection of Jesus prominent in this 
address. 

Paul’s doctrine of justification by faith. 

The effect of his discourse. 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. - 


1. Who preached the sermon contained in to- 
day’s lesson ? 

2. From whom did he say that Jesus was de- 
scended ? 

3. By whom did he say that he was put to 
death ? 

4. By whom did he say that he was raised from 
the dead ? 

5. What doctrine did he say was preached 
through Jesus? 


LESSON XXXVII. 


[JULY 16.] 
SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts XIII. 44 — XIV. 7. 
GOLDEN TEXT.— Let us not be weary in 


well-doing : for in due season we shall reap if we 
Saint not. — GAL. vi. 9. i 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


The Jews in Antioch oppose the preaching 
of Paul. 
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He turns to the Gentiles, who at first re- 
ceive his preaching gladly. 

The Jews stir up the Gentiles against Paul 
and Barnabas, and they leave the city and 
go to Iconium. 

After they have preached here awhile, a 
plot is laid against them and they go to Lys- 
tra, a city of Lycaonia. 


(PRIMARY.) 


1. Did the Jews in Antioch like Paul’s preach- 
ing? 

ss They were greatly displeased with tt. 

2. What did Paul and Barnabas then say ? 

* Lo, we turn to the Gentiles.” 

3. How did the Gentiles receive Paul's preach- 
ing? 

tony of them received it gladly. 

4. What did the Jews then do? 

They raised a persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas, and drove them from the city. 

5. Where did Paul and Barnabas then go? 

To the city of Iconium. 

6. Will you point it out on the map? 

7. Where did they preach in Iconium ? 

In the Jewish synagogue. 

8. How was their preaching received ? 

A part of the people believed it, and a part were 
opposed to it. 

9. What did those who were opposed to it do? 

They laid a plan to stone Paul and Barnabas. 

9. Where did Paul and Barnabas go whea they 
learned of this plan? 

They fled to the city of Lystra. 

10. In what did Paul and Barnabas show great 
perseverance ? 

In their efforts to do good 

11. Will you repeat the Golden Text? 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


12. How is the course of the Jews described in 
verse 45? 

13. Why was it necessary (verse 46) that the 
word ot God should first have been spoken to 
them? 

14. How did they (verse 46) judge theinselves 
unworthy of everlasting life ? 

15. Does “everlasting life’? mean simply ex- 
istence without end, or holy and happy existence 
without end? 

16. What is the expression “as many as were 
ordained to eternal lite believed’ (verse 48) un- 
derstood by some to mean ? 

As many as were disposed, or inclined, to eternal 
life, believed. 

17. What is said in verse 49 ? 

18. What is meant by ‘‘ devout and honorable” 
women in verse 50 ? 

“* Devout” refers to Gentile women who had em- 
pce Judaism, and ** honorable”? to those of high 
rank. 

19. What did Paul and Barnabis mean when 
they ‘‘shook off the dust of their feet” (verse 
51) against the people of Antioch? 

20. What can you say of Iconium? 

21. What success did Paul and Barnabas have 
there? xiv. 1-7. ; 

22. What virtues do we constantly find in Paul 
and Barnabas ? 

23. What characteristics of the Jews have been 
found in almost every lesson ? 
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(ADVANCED. ) 


Advanced classes can select from the lesson such 
topics as seem most useful for their consideration. 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. Were the Jews in Antioch pleased with 
Paul’s preaching ? 

2. What did he do when he found that they 
rejected it? 

3. How did the Gentiles at first receive his 
preaching ? 

4. Who stirred them up against Paul and Bar- 
nabas? 

5. Where did Paul and Barnabas next go? 

6. When they were compelled to leave Iconium, 


where did they go? 


LESSON XXXVIII. 


[JULY 23.] 


SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts XIV. 8-20. 


GOLDEN TEXT. — Thou shalé have no other 
gods before me. — Ex. Xx. 3. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Time: About A.D. 48. 

Paul heals a lame man at Lystra. 

The people mistake Paul and Barnabas for 
heathen deities, 

Paul preaches to them the true God. 

Jews from Antioch and Iconium excite the 
people against Paul, and they stone him and 
leave him for dead. 

He revives, and the next day goes to Derbe. 


(PRIMARY. ) 


1. Will you point out Lystra on the map? 

2. What remarkable cure did Paul perform 
there? 
- He healed a man who had been lame from his 
wrth. 
Reis: did the people say when they saw 
this ? 

‘The gods are come down to us in the likeness 
of men.” 

4. Whom did they call Barnabas ? 

They called him Jupiter. 

5. Whom did they call Paul? 

They called him Mercury. 

6. Would you like to hear something about 
Jupiter and Mercury ? 

7. What did the priest of Jupiter do ? 

He prepared to offer sacrifice to Paul and Bar- 
nabas. 

8. What did they say when they learned this ? 

That they were only men 

9. What else did they say.? 

That they wanted men to give up the worship of 
the heathen gods, and worship the true God. 

oe What did they tell the people about the true 
God i 

That he did good; giving them rain from heaven, 
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and fruitful seasons, filling their hearts with glad- 
ness. 

11. Do people in Christian lands sometimes 
have false gods? 

Yes: every thing that they love or serve more 
* than the true God is a false god. 
12. Will you repeat the Golden Text? 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


13. What account can you give of Lystra and 
the surrounding region ? 

14. Do we hear of any synagogue there ? 

15. What religion seems to have prevailed 
almost exclusively ? 

16. Do we find that Saul preached there in a dif- 
ferent way from what he had done in other cities ? 

17. Was his preaching at Lystra well adapted 
to the people whom he addressed ? 

18. Do you know any reason why the people of 
Lystra should have thought that Jupiter and Mer- 
cury had appeared among them, rather than any 
other gods? 

19. Why do you suppose that Paul and Bar- 
nabas rent their clothes (verse 14) ? 

20. What is said in verse 19? 

21. What seems to have been the character of 
the people of Lystra? 


(ADVANCED.) 


The situation of Lystra, and the character of 
its inhabitants. 

The heathen deities, especially Jupiter and Mer- 
cury. 

Paul’s way of preaching to the heathen. 

Jewish hatred of Paul and his doctrines. 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. Whom did Paul heal at Lystra? 

2 Whom did the people of Lystra think Paul 
and Barnabas were? 

3. Whom did Paul preach to them? 

4. Who came and stirred up the people against 
Paul? 

5. What did they do to him ? 

6. Where did he go the next day ? 


LESSON XXXIX. 
[JuLY 30.] 
SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts XIV. 21-28. 


GOLDEN TEXT. — And when they were come, 
and had gathered the church together, they re- 
hearsed all that God had done with them, and hinw 
he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 
— Acts xiv. 27. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Paul and Barnabas, after preaching at 
Derbe, return through Lystra, Iconium, and 
Antioch to Perga. 

They preach in Perga; then goto Attalia, 
and thence to Antioch (in Syria). 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


(PRIMARY. ) 


1. Where did Paul and Barnabas go when they 
left Lysira? 

They went to a city called Derbe. 

2. Will you point out this city on the map? 

3. After they had preached in Derbe, where 
did they go? 

They returned through Lystra, Iconium, and 
Antioch, to Perga. 

4. After they had preached in Perga, where did 
they go? 

Lhey went to Altalia. 

5. To what place did they next go? 

To Antioch (in Syria), the city from which they 
had started many months before. 

6. Will you point out on the map the cities that 
Paul and Barnabas visited on this journey ? 

7. How many were there in all? 

8. lor what purpose haye you learned that they 
visited these cities ? 

9. Did they hive to deny themselves a great 
many pleasant things, in order to preacu the 
gospel ? 

10. Ought not all of us to give up our own 
pleasure at times for the good of other people ? 

11. Do you think of some instances in which 
we ought to deny ourselves for the good of others ? 

12 What good qualities beside self-denial do 
we find that Paul and Barnabas possessed ? 

Moral courage and perseverance. 

13. Who else ought to possess these ? 


(INTERMFDIATE. ) 


14. Will you name in order the cities which 
Paul and Barnabas visited on their first mission- 
ary journey ? 

15. Will you give a brief account of each of 
these cities, — Seleucia, S:lamis, Paphos, Perga, 
Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, Attalia? 

16 In which of these cities did Paul preach in 
Jewish synagogues? 

17. In which two do there seem to have been 
no synagogues ? 

18. In which two do we have no account that 
Paul preached at all? 

19. Who left Paul and Barnabas at Perga? 

20. What occurred at Paphos? at Antioch (in 
Pisidia) ? at Iconium? at Lystra ? 

21. What sufferings does Paul recount, —a con- 
siderable part of which he no doubt endured on 
this journey 2? (2 Cor. xi. 24-27.) 

22. Is it probable that many events of the jour- 
ney are not mentioned in the Acts ? 

23. What is said in verses 25-28 ? 


(ADVANCED. ) 
A summary of Paul’s first missionary journey. 
FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. Where did Paul and Barnabas go after they 
had preached in Derbe ? 

2. Where did they go after they had preached 
in Perga? 

3 To what place did they go from Attalia ? 

4. Did they go by land or water? 

5. What island did they visit on their first mis- 
sionary journey ? 

6. By what name was Paul called at first ? 


